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The Most Dangerous Game Plot Diagram Answer Key

When studying classic literature, a clear plot diagram helps students and readers alike to grasp the structure of a story. “The Most Dangerous
Game,” Richard Connell's suspenseful short story, is a perfect example of a tightly woven narrative that can be broken down into five key
elements: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. This article provides a comprehensive answer key to the plot diagram,
explaining each stage and offering insight into why the story remains a thrilling read.

Why a Plot Diagram Matters

Plot diagrams are visual tools that organize the sequence of events in a story. They help readers identify the central conflict, track character
development, and understand how tension escalates and resolves. By applying the classic five-part structure to Connell’s tale, we can see how
the author builds suspense and delivers a satisfying conclusion.

The Five Elements of the Plot Diagram

1. Exposition

The exposition sets the stage for the story. It introduces the main character, setting, and initial conflict. In “The Most Dangerous Game,” we
meet Sanger Rainsford, a seasoned hunter who finds himself stranded on an isolated island after a yacht accident. The setting—a remote,
jungle-filled island—creates an immediate sense of isolation and danger.

Key Points:

e Introduction of Rainsford as an experienced hunter.
e Discovery of the island and the jungle environment.
e Initial hint of a looming threat (the mysterious presence of a man on the island).

2. Rising Action

The rising action includes a series of events that intensify the conflict and build tension. Rainsford encounters General Zaroff, a wealthy
aristocrat who has turned to hunting human beings for sport. The general’s explanation of his “most dangerous game” introduces the central
conflict: Rainsford must now become the hunted.

During the rising action, Connell adds layers of suspense through Rainsford’s attempts to escape, the discovery of the general’s elaborate
hunting grounds, and the moral dilemma posed by the game.

Key Points:

e Rainsford’s meeting with General Zaroff.

e Introduction of the “most dangerous game” concept.

e Rainsford’s initial attempts to evade capture.

e The reveal of the jungle’s hidden traps and the general’s hunting dogs.

3. Climax

The climax is the turning point where tension reaches its peak. In this story, the climax occurs when Rainsford, after a series of harrowing
escapes, finally confronts Zaroff in the general’s opulent house. The battle of wits and physical prowess culminates in a dramatic showdown
that determines the story’s outcome.

Key Points:

e Rainsford’s strategic use of the environment to level the playing field.
e The final confrontation in the general’s mansion.
e The resolution of the central conflict: Rainsford’s survival.

4. Falling Action

The falling action shows the aftermath of the climax. After the confrontation, Rainsford must navigate the jungle to escape the island. He uses
his hunting skills to avoid the general’s traps and ultimately finds a way back to safety, leaving the island’s dark secret behind.

Key Points:

e Rainsford’s escape from the island’s jungle.
e The destruction or abandonment of the general’s hunting grounds.
e Rainsford’s reflection on the moral implications of hunting humans.

5. Resolution

The resolution wraps up the story, providing closure to the narrative. Rainsford returns to civilization, forever changed by his experience. He
now carries the knowledge that the “most dangerous game” is not only a physical challenge but also an ethical one.

Key Points:

e Rainsford’s safe return to society.
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e The lasting impact of the island’s experience on his worldview.
e Closure of the central conflict: the end of the general’s hunting spree.

Answer Key Summary

Exposition: Rainsford on a mysterious island.

Rising Action: Meeting Zaroff and learning the game.
Climax: Final showdown in the general’s house.
Falling Action: Rainsford escapes the jungle.
Resolution: Rainsford returns home, forever altered.
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Using the Diagram in Teaching

Teachers can use this answer key to guide classroom discussions, helping students identify narrative structure and analyze character
motivations. By mapping each event to the plot diagram, learners gain a deeper appreciation for Connell’s craft and the timeless nature of the
story’s moral questions.

Conclusion

“The Most Dangerous Game” remains a compelling study of suspense and ethics, and a well-structured plot diagram illuminates why it endures.
By breaking the story into exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, readers can see how Connell masterfully escalates
tension and delivers a memorable climax. Whether you're a student, teacher, or literature enthusiast, this answer key offers a clear roadmap to
understanding one of the most thrilling short stories ever written.
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Conclusion
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